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Closing the loop –
An EU Action Plan for 
the Circular Economy



4 Key areas of action 5 Priority sectors

Construction 
& Demolition 



Implementation since 
December 2015…



2017- What's next? 
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Monitoring Framework of Indicators 

Legislative proposal to promote water reuse

Plastics Strategy

Interface product-chemical-waste legislation



Plastics Strategy

Improve economics and 

quality of plastic recycling

Reduce plastic waste

and littering

Investments and innovation International challenge



Interface Chemicals - Products - Waste 
Legislations

4 obstacles

• Insufficient information 
about substances of concern

• Presence of substances of 
concern in recycled materials

• Uncertainties about how 
materials can cease to be 
waste

• Difficulties in applying EU 
waste classification

Increase safety

Facilitate recycling

Improve uptake of 
secondary raw materials



EU-wide minimum requirements for 
urban waste water reuse for 

agriculture irrigation

*Encourage efficient, safe and cost-effective water re-use

*Increase the recycling of nutrients contained in waste
water in agriculture

*Contribute to growth and jobs creation by stimulating
innovative technologies and water infrastructure

Address water scarcity



Monitoring Framework

Assess the progress towards CE in the EU and its MSs 

• 10 Indicators

• Existing data from Eurostat
and EEA

• Building on:
Resource Efficiency Scoreboard
Raw Materials Scoreboard
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Network of networks - Open Platform

Policy dialogue with stakeholder input for:

• Good practices 
• National, regional, local strategies 
• Knowledge
• Policy statements and commitments



EU Platform on Food Losses 
and Food Waste

10

• defining measures 
needed to prevent 
food waste 

• sharing best practice 

• evaluating progress 
made over time

Support actors in the food chain



CE Finance Support platform

Supporting the generation and financing

of circular economy projects 

• EIB

• National promotional banks

• Institutional investors



More to come in 2018 and beyond

• Options for a more sustainable Product Policy 
Framework

• Follow up to the Product/Organisational  
Environmental Footprint

• Circular economy 2.0



Learn more about the 
Circular Economy

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
circular-economy/index_en.htm 
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